
Online Newsletter  November 2017 

 

1 | P a g e  
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 THE NEWSLETTER OF THE WEST SOMERSET 
RAILWAY AND ASSOCIATED SUPPORT 

ORGANISATIONS NOVEMBER 2017  

 
WEST SOMERSET RAILWAY PICK UP BRONZE AWARD IN BRISTOL BATH AND SOMERSET 

TOURISM AWARDS. 

At the Bristol Bath & Somerset Tourism Awards, the West Somerset Railway were awarded 

BRONZE in the Large Attraction of the Year grouping.  

The winners were judged by a panel of experts. Laura Rawlings from BBC Radio Bristol 

announced the winners, and was joined on stage by Marcus Trescothick MBE. The winners 

were all presented with individually crafted, hand-inscribed awards by Will Shakspeare, 

from Shakspeare Glass in Langport. 

This award reflects the hard work and dedication of the many volunteer and paid staff, that 

work tirelessly to deliver a memorable day for all our passengers.  

General Manager, Paul Conibeare said “becoming a finalist in the Bristol Bath and Somerset 

Tourism Awards is a wonderful achievement for the railway. We are thrilled to accept the 

bronze award on behalf of the team. This award highlights the fantastic efforts made by 

every staff member and we are very proud of this achievement”. 

The West Somerset Railway congratulate the other award winners of the gold award (Wells 

Cathedral), Silver award (Hestercombe Garden Trust) and our joint bronze winner (The 

Roman Baths & Pump Room).  
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Picture left to right Dominic Tanckock, Paul Conibeare, Alan Nicholson, Marcus Trescothick  

 
FLOG IT ON THE WEST SOMERSET RAILWAY  
 
Just to let you know that the episode of Flog It, filmed at WSR, will be broadcast on BBC1 
22nd November 2017 at 16:30. 
 
SUCCESSFUL MODEL RAILWAY SALE 

The Watchet Station model railway sale on 7thOctober, on the Saturday of the ASG, was very 
successful raising a useful sum of money for the station’s funds. Thanks go to everyone who 
donated items for resale. 

SPECIAL VISITOR TO BISHOPS LYDEARD SIGNAL BOX 

On Sunday, 15 October 2017, Mary Kelly (nee Skelton and also known as Molly) and her 
family joined the Quantock Belle dining train on the WSR to celebrate ahead of her 94th 
birthday (on the 16th). Mary was signalman at Littlethorpe Signal Box, near Ripon from 1939 
to 1945. She visited Bishops Lydeard Signal Box, where she chatted with duty WSR 
signalman Peter Smith, and remembering her training at York aged 17, after she had chosen 
a signalling career instead factory work, or being a railway porter. There was another, older 
girl called Mary on the course, so she had to choose another name, and was sometimes 
known as “Molly”. She said that the male signalman accepted her, and one who was a 
cobbler, made her a pair of shoes, which were - useful in wartime Britain. She was sad to 
give up signalling in 1945, and has fond memories of her time on the railway. She now lives 
in Somerset, and her family celebrate her birthday on the Quantock Belle each year. 
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Not all of the lady signalmen stepped down from the role. For many years, there were a 
number on the Nottingham Victoria - Derby Friargate line in the 1950’s, including Audrey 
Inger at Breadsall (1949 to 1956) and at Etwall subsequent to that. 

“DINMORE MANOR” DEPARTS 

7820 “Dinmore Manor” left the Railway on October 16th after a welcome return visit to the 
WSR, during which the engine the peak season services and guested at the Autumn Steam 
Gala alongside classmate (from the 1950  batch) 7822 “Foxcote Manor”. Once again we 
could see just how suited the 78xx are to the West Somerset Railway and look forward to 
the return of “Odney” and “Ditcheat”. Thanks go to Dinmore Manor Locomotive Ltd and the 
Gloucestershire and Warwickshire Steam Railway. 

FOXCOTE MANOR 
 
The WSR is delighted to announce that an agreement has been reached with the 7822 
Foxcote Manor Society, for the locomotive to operate for the whole of the 2018 season. 
This locomotive and the S160 will significantly help to bolster our fleet for 2018. We 
welcome 7822 and its members and supporters to the West Somerset Railway. 
 
Photo credit: Martin Fuller 
 
 

 

 

DIESEL NEWS 

The Diesel and Electric Preservation Group staged a “work week” at Williton, starting on 
October 14th, which included a loaded test run for Class 33, D6566, as work on its overhaul 
heads towards completion. Work was also continued on D1010 “Western Campaigner”, 
“Hymek” D7018 and Class 14 D9526.  D1010 has run over 1100 miles in 2017, which is its 
highest annual mileage for a number of years, and testimony to the maintenance carried 
out on the locomotive in recent times.  
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SOMERSET AND DORSET RAILWAY TRUST DORCHESTER AREA GROUP 30th ANNIVERSARY 

Peter and Heather Foster started the group at their house on a cold and frosty evening in 
January 1987 with 18 railway enthusiasts attending. 

Thirty years on, around 40 members of the Dorchester Area Group celebrated their 300th 
meeting at the Colliton Club in Dorchester (during October), with a special celebration 
programme by Antiques Roadshow personality Dr. Paul Atterbury. He has a special interest 
in railways and spoke about the social aspects - how the coming of the railways enabled 
ordinary people to travel long distance and so popularised resorts like Weymouth. Dr. 
Atterbury, who lives in Weymouth, showed a number of slides illustrating the growth of the 
railway system in Victorian times, and then the decline resulting from the Beeching cuts in 
the 1960s. 

“It doesn’t seem like 30 years since we started, but presenting 300 programmes over that 
time is quite an achievement,” comments Peter. “Our success is thanks to the loyal support 
of a regular core of local people who stick with us. We have a good atmosphere. I do thank 
Heather for all her hard work behind the scenes, and our small organising team which 
includes Jim Boudreau and Jeff Mowlam. We are glad that our members have appreciated 
our varied programmes, and there is a feeling of achievement that we have been able to 
entertain them for over 30 years.” 

Peter and Heather also have railway interests elsewhere - they have been active on the 
Swanage Railway for many years, and Peter has been the stationmaster at Harman's Cross 
for the last 10 years. 

The next meeting is on Friday 24 November at 7.30pm when noted local railway historian 
Brian Jackson will provide an illustrated programme on “160 years of railways in 
Weymouth”. 

Meetings are on the last Friday of every month – excluding August and December - at the 
Colliton Club. Further information from Peter and Heather Foster on 01305 262121. 

 

“KILMERSDON” GAINS STEAM HEATING 

At Washford the Somerset and Dorset Railway Trust has been fitting steam heating 
equipment to their Peckett 0-4-0ST which will enable it to operate with Coach number 4 
during the winter months and make it a more attractive “guest engine for hire on other 
lines.  It’s a new chapter in the history of the engine, which spent the first 42 years of its life 
shunting wagons in the one-time North Somerset coalfield. 

WARMING UP FOR CHRISTMAS 

In addition to the work being done to allow “Kilmersdon” to steam heat trains, the other 
Washford-based small steam locomotive will be warming trains in December. Ryan Pope’s 
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Barclay 0-4-0ST “Caledonia Works 1219” will be based at Bishops Lydeard to act as a 
stationary boiler, ensuring that passengers boarding the Carol, Dunster By Candlelight and 
Santa trains will find a comfortably warm carriage to board. 

PROGRESS WITH 6705 

The restoration of GWR carriage 6705, part of the Heritage Carriages Project of the Steam 
Trust, has moved on once more. The compartment floors have been fitted with protective 
fireboard, and the next steps will see the side panels fitted, linoleum laid and the seats 
fitted. 

PROGRESS WITH 9351 

The overhaul of the Mogul took another important step forward at the start of month, with 
the boiler passing its steam test at Crewe. 

MINEHEAD SHOP IN NOVEMBER. 

The Buffer Stop Shop at Minehead station will be open each day in November, except for 
the 6th, 10th, 13th & 17th between 09.30 and 15.30. Telephone orders will also be welcome 
via 01643 700387.   

BISHOPS LYDEARD STATION SHOP WINTER OPENING 

The shop will be open on Saturdays in November, between 10.00 and 15.00.  During 
December, the doors will be open on train operating days, before a break is taken in the first 
part of January 2018. 

Future PTS courses  

 

When applying to join a course, please supply: 

 

 A postal address to which material can be sent before the course, and a PTS      
card sent after the course. 

 A contact phone number for small problems with test answers, and for 
sudden changes of date, time or venue. 

 An e-mail address for minor pre-course information and less sudden changes 
of date, time or venue. 

 

Courses can be arranged for groups or departments on other dates than those listed.  

 

To book a course, please e-mail Rhiannon Powis at training@wsrail.net. If you have no e-
mail, but not otherwise, please telephone Rhiannon on 07766 306 624 during office hours 
only. 
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General - All comers 

 Spaces 18 November 2017  Minehead Training Room 14:00  
 Spaces 18 November 2017  Minehead Training Room 10:00  
 
More courses coming soon!  Keep an eye on our PTS page on the Staff Services Website. 
 
SAFETY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 
 
A revised version of the Safety Management System for the WSR was implemented on  
27 October 2017, and now appears on the Staff Services website. 
 
The high level description of the Safety Management System has been entirely rewritten in 
accordance with up to-date practice and new regulations. We are grateful to our friends on 
the Swanage Railway who assisted with initial input, and to Ian Coleby and Ken Davidge who 
have since completed the majority of the work. 
 
Underlying the high level system description, are 27 safety policies. These have been 
reformatted from the existing polices, minor changes such as correcting typos and obvious 
errors etc. Over the next few months, it will be the responsibility of the individual document 
owners to provide updates and reissue as required. 
 
Where the safety documents have been reformatted, the previous versions have been 
removed from the “Company Policies” section of the staff website. The remaining policies 
are not thought to be safety policies and will be revised in due course. 
 
A robust document numbering and control system has been introduced. It will be obvious 
from the new SMS page on the staff website as to how this operates and will make referring 
to the current versions of documents much easier. 
 
The master versions of the documents are the soft copies on the website. Any printed hard 
copies are not controlled, and must not be relied upon for safety critical work. 
 
It is essential that all staff involved in safety critical work make themselves familiar with the 
revised SMS and the supporting policies. If you need access to the staff website to do this, 
you should contact sswhelp@wsrail.net. 
 
Paul Conibeare 
General Manager 
 

CHRISTMAS MARKET AT MINEHEAD STATION 

This popular annual event will be held on the platforms of Minehead Station on December 
9th. This is first time that the Christmas market has taken place on a Saturday, and there will 
be the usual mixture of craft stalls, bric-a-brac, local produce and other temptations on 
offer.  The shop and café will also be open. The DMU will be running a service from all 
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stations to the event, departing Bishops Lydeard at 12.45pm and returning from Minehead 
at 16.30. All seats must be booked in advance either via our website www.west-somerset-
railway.co.uk or by contacting the ticket bookings team on 01643 704996.  

WINTER STEAM FESTIVAL 

The West Somerset Railway will be holding the annual Winter Steam Festival on 29th and 
30th December 2017.  

The locomotives that will be in action in this year’s Winter Steam Festival will be drawn from 
6960 “Raveningham Hall”, 7822, “Foxcote Manor”, and 7F fleet 53808 and 53809. Eight 
trains in each direction, as compared with seven in past years. The first departure from 
Bishops Lydeard will be at 09.35 and Minehead at 09.30. Next departures from each end will 
be at 10.30 and then hourly until the last trains set off from each end of the line at 16.30. 
Leaflets for the event are available from the Commercial Department at Minehead. Any help 
to spread the word will be welcomed. 

THE QUANTOCK BELLE AND THE WINTER STEAM FESTIVAL 
 
For the very first time, the Quantock Belle will operate a gala-style ‘walk on’ breakfast and 
luncheon service during both days of the forthcoming Winter Steam Festival.  31 seats will 
be available on each service on a ‘first come, first served’ basis. 

They will offer Full English Breakfast on the 9.35am departure from Bishops Lydeard and the 
11.30am from Minehead each day. 

A hot lunch will be available on the 1.30pm from Bishops Lydeard and the 3.30pm from 
Minehead. 

The Quantock Belle Manager said "We are delighted to now be involved in this ‘feel good’ 
event and hope we will prove successful enough for QB to become a regular component of 
Winter Steam Festival. Rest assured, neither turkey nor mince pies will appear on the 
menu!  We will enhance our breakfast offer by using sausages, hand made by Thorne’s 
Butchers of Wiveliscombe, the QBs regular meat supplier for many years." 

HELP NEEDED 
 
Are you ready to be filled with the festive spirit?  
 
We are seeking a team of volunteers who would be willing to assist in decorating our 
carriages for the festive season on 27th and possibly 28th November, depending upon how 
many people are willing to help. A light lunch will be provided as a thank you for your 
assistance. Tea and Coffee will also be available. 
 
If you would like to help, please email me at sam.com@wsrail.net or phone me on 01643 
700382 at your earliest convenience.  
 
I hope you hear from some of you soon.  
 

http://www.west-somerset-railway.co.uk/
http://www.west-somerset-railway.co.uk/
mailto:sam.com@wsrail.net
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VACANCIES 
 

APPRENTICE, MECHANICAL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 
 
We are seeking to recruit a young person to undertake a 3-year apprenticeship within the 
Mechanical Engineering Department. 
 
The successful applicant will undergo training in a wide variety of aspects relating to the 
maintenance, repair and restoration of locomotives. 
 
The position would suit a recent school leaver with a good level of secondary education who 
has an interest in heritage railways and who wishes to pursue a career in mechanical 
engineering. 
 
An application pack is available from Anna Forster in the HR Department at Minehead and 
the closing date for applications is  Thursday, 30th November. 
 
WAGON RESTORATION  
 
Over the winter season a program of wagon repair and overhaul is being organised.  It is 
envisaged to have one team at Minehead and another team at Williton.  If you are 
interested or able to help, please contact Pete Chilcott for the Minehead team or Mike 
Wightman for the Williton team. 
 
Peter6024@hotmail.co.uk 
lizziewightman@hotmail.com 
 
We can promise you good tea, good company and tons of satisfaction and pride. 

WSR Staff Representative for Partnership Development Group (PDG) 
 
There is a vacancy for a WSR Staff Representative on PDG. This Group encompasses all the 
partner groups within the WSR Family as well as representatives from the various local 
authorities.  
 
Expressions of interest should be sent to the Secretary of the PDG (Mel Hillman) via email 
to: mel.vol@wsrail.net as soon as possible.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Online Newsletter  November 2017 

 

9 | P a g e  
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Dunster By Candlelight  1st & 2nd December  
Christmas Market  9th December 
Carol Train    11th & 12th December  
Santa Specials   10th, 17th, 19th, 20th, 22nd, 23rd, 24th December   
Santa Express 2nd, 3rd, 9th, 10th, 16th, 17th, 19th, 20th, 22nd, 23rd, 24th December  
Winter Steam Festival  29th & 30th December 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CONNECT WITH THE WEST SOMERSET RAILWAY 
 

 Like our page on Facebook @WSrail,  

 Follow us on Twitter @WSomRailway  
 

 Subscribe to our monthly e-newsletter. 
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